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“I would permit no man, 

no matter what his color 

might be, to narrow and 

degrade my soul by 

making me hate him.” 

—Booker T. Washington 
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BIRTHDAY SUNDAY 

AND ALL OTHER 

ACTIVITIES 

CANCELLED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 

 
 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE  

In co-operation with requirements set forth by state 

government and the Northern Illinois Conference, please 

follow these social distancing guidelines when attending 

services: 

-Only sit in the approved areas pre-marked 

-PLEASE BRING AND WEAR A MASK 

-Please take home your bulletin. Do not leave in pew or discard at 

church. Please do not discard ANY garbage at the church, including 

tissues and gum or candy wrappers, etc. 

-The offering plates and bulletins will be on the table at the back of 

the church. These will NOT be passed around. Please take a bulletin 

and submit your offering at the table. 

-NO COFFEE HOUR 

 

 

February is considered the “HEART” month so our 

“HEARTS” go out to the number of members, 

friends, and those who are unable to attend that 

have helped support our church this past 2020 

year. We want to THANK ALL OF YOU FOR 

YOUR GENEROUS GIVING. We are most 

appreciative for your generosity. 

 

-Doris Heinecke 

Financial Secretary 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

This January we have spent time in 

worship considering the 
commitment we make when we 
affiliate with the church.  We 

respond to this question: “As 
members of Peotone United 
Methodist Church, will you 

faithfully participate in its 
ministries by your prayers, your 
presence, your gifts, your 

service, and your witness?” 

That commitment, as it is lived out, 
makes a tremendous difference in 

the life and effectiveness of the 
church.  Prayer is to the church 
what breathing is to the body.  

Without prayer, the church will die.  
It may continue to be around, but 
its lifeless body will simply take up 

space in the community.  Presence 
makes intention and commitment 
clear.  Presence attracts others who 

are searching.  Giving supports 
mission and ministry and opens the 
windows of heaven for the 

outpouring of God’s blessings.  
Service sets the church in motion 
to engage in God-given mission in 

this world of crying need.  Witness 
declares the mystery and glory of 
God’s transforming love as it has 

been personally experienced.  All 
are essential to the church’s health 
and effectiveness. 

That commitment, as it is lived out, 
also makes a tremendous difference 
in the life and spiritual health of the 

individual.  Prayer nurtures and 
maintains our sense of connection 

with God and sustains us in the 
highs and lows of life.  Presence 
keeps us balanced and focused on 

the things that matter most.  We 
are impacted by the people with 
whom we associate.  Giving helps 

us to find freedom from the self-
centeredness at the very heart of 
the human problem as we learn to 

turn outward.  Service involves us 
in the mission of the church and 
contributes to our personal spiritual 

development.  Witness puts us on 
record and encourages us to live 

FROM THE PASTOR: 

 
 

  

 

Pastor Richard Young 

RLY 

faithfully.  Once again, all are 
essential to the individual’s 
spiritual health and 

effectiveness. 

The church exists for the sake 
of the individuals to whom it 

ministers.  The church does not 
exist simply to perpetuate itself 
as an institution.  But the 

reality is that very few persons 
become spiritually strong and 
healthy apart from a genuine 

commitment to and 
participation in the life of the 
faith community. 

No better step could be taken 
to prepare for our future than 
to review, renew, and deepen 

our commitment to the mission 
and ministry of Peotone UMC. 

“As members of Peotone 

United Methodist Church, 
will you faithfully participate 
in its ministries by your 

prayers, your presence, your 
gifts, your service, and your 
witness?” 

 

 

 

 

 

See you soon, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY 

LENTEN SERVICES 
 

Will not be scheduled 

this year due to the risk 

of COVID-19 infection.  

Be safe and be well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bishop Sally Dyck 
Officially retired 

As Bishop of  

The Northern Illinois 

Conference  

United Methodist 

Church 

January 1, 2021 

 

Bishop John 

Hopkins 
Will serve 

As Interim Bishop for 2021 

 



  
 

The Parable of The Lost Ring 

Only three years after Paula and Joe Walter 

married, her wedding ring was lost as she 

played catch with their son. Naturally, she 

was heartbroken. Over the years, whenever 

family and friends gathered in the back 

yard, she urged everyone to look for the 

ring — but to no avail. Because the yard 

borders on woods, Paula feared the ring 

had flown into the trees, never to be seen 

again. 

But just before the couple’s 40th anniversary, 

landscapers hired to do work in the yard 

brought her a surprise: They’d found the 

ring — right where Paula had been playing 

with her child so long ago! Like the woman 

in Jesus’ parable who finally found her lost 

coin (Luke 15:8-10), Paula rejoiced. God too 

searches until every person who has strayed 

or been flung away from the faith is found. 

Sometimes the place we rediscover faith is 

right where we’ve looked before. What 

makes the difference? A different person 

helping us search? Light shining in a 

different way? We may never know. We 

simply rejoice — and so does God. 

—Heidi Mann 

 

In 2020, the coronavirus pandemic struck 

America during the middle of Lent, a 

season associated with deprivation. Some 

people made light of the shutdowns, 

joking, “I didn’t mean to give up this much 

for Lent!” Others asked why the suffering 

was occurring in the first place. 

Professor N.T. Wright, in an essay for Time, 

explains that asking “why?” but receiving no 

answer is key to biblical lamenting. Adding 

to the mystery, he says, is that God also 

laments — grieving at the wickedness of 

humans, despairing over Israel’s 

unfaithfulness. Jesus cries at a friend’s 

tomb; the Holy Spirit groans in anguish. 

“Part of the Christian vocation,” Wright 

concludes, is not being able to explain why 

but lamenting instead. “As the Spirit 

laments within us,” he says, “so we become, 

even in our self-isolation, small shrines 

where the presence and healing love of 

God can dwell. And out of that there can 

emerge new possibilities … new hope.” 

 

FOUNTAIN 

A fountain, or well, symbolizes Jesus, our living water. Jesus told the 
Samaritan woman at the well that everyone who drinks the water he gives will 

never thirst again. It “will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 
eternal life,” Jesus said (see John 4:14, NRSV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Review 
Why We Lament 

Christian Symbol 



  
 

 

TRIVIA 
 

What was the name of 
Moses’ wife? 
 
A. Miriam 
B. Jochebed 
C. Zipporah 
D. Leah 

 

 

Last month’s trivia answer:  
 
Answer: B (See Matthew 2:1-
12.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 

 

Disciple Bible 

Study 10:00AM 

via ZOOM 

4 5 

 

6 

7 

 

 

 

 

 
Service 10:30am 

8 

 

9 10 

 

Disciple Bible 

Study 10:00AM 

via ZOOM 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

14 

 

OPERATIONS 

Committee 

Meeting 

 
 

Service 10:30am 
 

15 16 

 

17 

 

Disciple Bible 

Study 10:00AM 

via ZOOM 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21      

NOW 

Committee 

Meeting 
 

Special Sunday 

Offering 

Helping Hands 

 

Service 10:30am 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

Disciple Bible 

Study 10:00AM 

via ZOOM 

25 26 27 

28 

 

 

 

 

 
Service 10:30am 

      

       

February 2021 

Helping Hands – February 
The NOW Committee encourages you to bring your 

contributions of the following items to church so they 
can be delivered to Helping Hands: PAPER PRODUCTS: 

toilet paper, paper towels, and tissues. 
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