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BIRTHDAY SUNDAY 

AND ALL OTHER 

ACTIVITIES 

CANCELLED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 

 
 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE  
In co-operation with requirements set forth by state 

government and the Northern Illinois Conference, please 

follow these social distancing guidelines when attending 

services: 
 

-PLEASE BRING AND WEAR A MASK 

FULLY VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO 

WEAR A MASK 

-Please take home your bulletin. Do not leave in pew or discard at 

church. Please do not discard ANY garbage at the church, including 

tissues and gum or candy wrappers, etc. 

-The offering plates and bulletins will be on the table at the back of the 

church. These will NOT be passed around. Please take a bulletin and 

submit your offering at the table. 

-NO COFFEE HOUR 

 

 
FACE BOOK LIVE WORSHIP 

Will live stream every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

On Kathy Carter Young’s page. 

 

INDOOR MASK MANDATES 
 

As COVID cases increase again due to the Delta variant of 

COVID, Illinois counties are beginning to reinstate indoor 

mask mandates and health officials continue to encourage 

everyone age 12 and older to get the vaccine. 
 

The NIC ReTurn Team advises churches to follow their 

county's guidance and consult with their health teams to review 

safety protocols. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

We will not likely forget Tuesday, 

September 11, 2001.  The events 
of that day are as indelibly 
imprinted in our memories as the 

assassination of JFK and the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor were in 

the memories of those 
generations. 

Our first feelings of confusion and 

anxiety on hearing and seeing the 
news quickly moved to concern, 

uncertainty, and anger.  What 
would we do in the face of this 
kind of attack?  How would we 

respond? 

Many of us responded by 

gathering to pray.  Churches filled 

that night and Sundays following.  

As we struggled with a new 

awareness of our vulnerability, we 

found comfort and hope in the 

gathered faith community.  

Praying together brought renewed 

emotional and spiritual strength.  

We could relate as never before to 

the Psalmist’s prayers for 

protection from his foes as we 

found ourselves facing issues and 

concerns clearly beyond our 

limited abilities.  We even began 

to wrestle with Jesus’ directive to 

pray for our enemies. 

Twenty years later, I wonder how 

we have changed.  Has our 

renewed awareness of our 

vulnerability moved us to greater 

trust in God and to deeper 

commitment to one another in the 

faith community?  Has our 

increased awareness of the 

concerns and needs of others in 

our world moved us to better 

understanding even of those who 

seem to hate us and to deeper 

compassion for them in their 

FROM THE PASTOR: 

 
 

  

 

Pastor Richard Young 

RLY 

struggles?   

Have we been humbled at all 

by what we have experienced?  

Do we understand any better 

how blessed we are?  Have we 

learned to pray with more 

meaning, “Your kingdom 

come, your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven”?  

Twenty years later, I wonder. 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Children have begun a new 

school year and with the 

beginning of the school year 

Sunday School for children 

through the elementary grades 

will resume.  The children’s 

class will meet Sunday morning 

at 10:30. 

 

 

 

See you soon, 

 

Following Jesus 101 

The Basics of 

Christian Discipleship 

Led by Pastor Richard 

Young 

This study will focus on very basic 

issues in Christian discipleship. 

BECOMING A DISCIPLE                        

HOW IT HAPPENS 

LIVING AS A DISCIPLE -                

FOLLOWING JESUS DAILY 

LIFE-LONG LEARNING AS A 

DISCIPLE  

FORMED IN CHRIST’S LIKENESS 

 

A DISCIPLE’S PRAYER LIFE         

TALKING WITH GOD 

A DISCIPLE’S STEWARDSHIP  

MANAGING RESOURCES 

A DISCIPLE SHARES THE GOOD 

NEWS  

TELLING OTHERS 

 

A DISCIPLE’S SPIRITUAL 

EMPOWERING  

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

A DISCIPLE’S COMMUNITY                    

THE BODY OF CHRIST 

9 sessions beginning September 8 

Using ZOOM teleconferencing 

Meeting Wednesdays 10:00 

a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

Power in Weakness 

In the late 1970s, Henry Smith was 

struggling to find work after finishing his 

education. He also lived with a 

degenerative disease that caused him to 

become legally blind. But one day he 

heard a pastor explain that Jesus became 

poor so we might become rich through 

him. This idea inspired Smith to craft a 

song of thanks for God’s gift of Jesus. 

Though Smith wrote more than 300 

songs, only this one became widely 

known (sometimes labeled “author 

unknown” or misattributed, but finally 

rightfully credited to him). 

“Give thanks with a grateful heart,” the 

song begins exuberantly. One of its most 

poignant lines urges, “Let the weak say, I 

am strong … because of what the Lord 

has done for us.” Across two millennia, 

Smith’s words and faith echo the apostle 

Paul: “[The Lord] said to me, ‘My grace is 

sufficient for you, for power is made 

perfect in weakness.’ So, I will boast all 

the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 

that the power of Christ may dwell in 

me” (2 Corinthians 12:9, NRSV). 

 

This month, America marks the 20th 

anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 

which ended almost 3,000 lives and 

changed life forever for millions more. The 

nation was shaken to its very roots, with 

violence jolting out of us any assumption 

that “it can’t happen here.” September 11 

banished any lingering notion that being 

on the side of “liberty and justice for all” 

served as insulation against mass tragedy. 

We now had more to fear than fear itself. 

Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the earth 

should change” (v. 2) — as it did on 9/11 —

God remains “our refuge and strength, a 

very present help in trouble” (v. 1). We are 

never alone or without hope, even on life-

altering days. 

How have God’s presence and power 

sustained you through life’s changes? How 

might sharing your story help someone else 

when their world or faith gets shaken? 

—adapted from The Wired Word 

 

ARK OF THE COVENANT 

For the Israelites, the Ark of the Covenant was at the center of worship. It contained 

the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments, a pot of manna and Aaron’s rod. In the 

Old Testament, the ark was a visible representation of God’s throne, or presence, on 

earth, where he communed with Moses and the high priests. It also represents our 

earthly bodies, where the Holy Spirit dwells. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Review 

Our Help — Past, Present and 

Future 

 

Christian Symbol 



  
 

 

TRIVIA 
 

How many times in the 
Old Testament do people 
cross a body of water on 
dry ground? 
 
A. once 
B. twice 
C. three times 
D. four times 

 

Last month’s trivia 
answer:  
 
Answer: C (See Esther 
1:12.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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NOW 

Committee 

Meeting 

 
Service 10:30am 
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CHURCH 

COUNCIL 

MTG 

7:00pm 
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OPERATIONS 

Committee 

Meeting 

 
 

Service 10:30am 
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Special Sunday 

Offering 

Peotone 

American Legion 
 

 

 

Service 10:30am 

 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 24 25 

26 

 

 

 

 

 
Service 10:30am 
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Helping Hands – September 
The NOW Committee encourages you to bring your 

contributions of the following items to church so they 
can be delivered to Helping Hands: PAPER PRODUCTS: 

toilet paper, paper towels, and tissues. 
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